
New Health Insurance Law Provides Meaningful Protections and Benefits for Middle Class Families

Rep. Walz says health care law is about financial security for southern Minnesota families,
businesses

  

 

  

Winona, MN - Today, Rep. Walz visited Winona State University to discuss what health care
reform will mean for middle-class families and businesses. He participated in a roundtable
discussion with several people who told him about what health care reform would mean for
them. Two of those participants told Rep. Walz their personal stories earlier this year, informing
Rep. Walz’s decision and his work on the legislation.

  

 

  

“Middle class families in southern Minnesota want hassle free coverage they can count on and
they want peace of mind knowing that if they get sick, they will not have to worry about
insurance companies dropping them,” said Walz. “Businesses want to grow and put us back on
the path to prosperity, but they cannot do so when they are strangled financially and forced to
choose between cutting salaries or paying sky-rocketing health insurance costs.”

  

  

  

The discussion centered around how the legislation would improve the financial security of
Americans through better prescription drug benefits for seniors, tax credits for small businesses,
and prohibiting insurance companies from canceling your policy if you get sick.
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“The folks who have joined me here today are honest, hard working people who just want a fair
deal when it comes to health care, without the government or insurance companies
intervening,” Walz continued. “They have shared their stories with me and I took those stories
back to Washington to make sure that health care reform legislation was a balanced approach
and a good deal for southern Minnesotans.”

  

  

  

Walz also heard from nursing students about the training they are doing to keep southern
Minnesotans healthy and avoid preventable, high-cost diseases. These are a massive driver of
health care costs and the nursing students highlighted the ways where personal responsibility
can improve health and lower cost. 

  

  

  

They also discussed several initiatives the new health care law authorizes to support nursing
workforce development, such as expanded grant/scholarship programs and increasing loan
amount maximums, which go into effect this year. These are critical to expanding the number of
nurses as we cover more people and the population ages. 
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Participants Included: 

  

 

  

Sheila Wieser –Sheila’s son Michael passed away this past February at the age of 27 from
liver failure. After college, Michael could not get affordable healthcare insurance with his
pre-existing condition. Michael would have been able to stay on his parent’s insurance until he
turned 26 and when he needed his own insurance, it would have been illegal for insurance
companies to deny him coverage because of his illness.

  

 

  

Kristy Arend – Kristy is a breast cancer survivor who works for a non-profit. Premiums were
going to increase by 27% this year for her employer and so they shopped around for a policy
that would only increase 17%. Under this law, Sheila’s employer won’t have to worry about
someone like Kristy dramatically increasing rates for all employees simply because she got sick.
Smaller employers will be able to pool together similar to how large employers do now.

  

 

  

Bill Carter – Owns a small business and wants to be able to cover his employees because he
knows having healthy employees increases efficiency and innovation, but right now health
care costs are too high for him to afford coverage. Through tax credits to small businesses and
access to insurance pools, Bill will be able to offer insurance to his employees.
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Peter Flick – Has been diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis. His care is good now, but he is
approaching the “donut hole” where Medicare will no longer cover the cost of his prescription
drugs. He also worries about many southern Minnesotans who don’t have access to the care he
does. The law will close the “donut hole”, meaning seniors will have peace of mind knowing that
they won’t be bankrupted by high prescription drug costs.
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